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not only admitting this recipiocation, but strongly insisting
on it, I see no reason for questioning the distinction, as
springs of life, between the two affections. As, in inferior
natures, there is no observable dependence of the gregarious
tendency on the energy of the parental instinct \ so in man,
the susceptibility to social feeling can in no way be inferred
from any domestic tenderness. Pope's celebrated lines com-
paring the progressive enlargement of the affections, from
self as a centre, through the narrow compass of family love,
into the sweep of universal benevolence, with the spreading
circles made by a stone falling on smooth water, present, I
believe, quite a false image of the real experience of human
nature. for neither has self-love the least tendency to create
the closer attachments; nor have they again any provision
within them for expanding into social disinterestedness*
Were there any truth in the doctrine of the simile, we should
be no less authorised to conclude, from the intensity of a
man's self-love, that he would make a most affectionate
member of a family, than from the force of a stone's plunge
that its secondary undulations must be considerable; and
we might reason from the citizen's fondness for his children
to the strength of his public spirit, as we should compute
from the distant commotion of water the force of the wave
which would strike the shore. Into what variance with fact
such modes of inference would lead us, it is needless to
point out. Only the rarest natures, it would seem, have
affluence enough to spare to the world of equals any copious
affection, without lessening the tension of home love; and
the numerous instances in which fraternities have been
formed, bound by the ties of a common life, in the absence
and even with the repudiation of all family relations, suffi-
ciently evinces the independent force of the social impulse.
The existence and phenomena of language^ the instinct for
utterance and exchange of the inner thought and feeling,
may be regarded as the sign of this common sympathetic
consciousness, and as a perpetual experiment how far it
goes: precisely in proportion as it succeeds in becoming